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mind which some exertion does upon the body. Sven the
w riting of ' Manstein' produced a revolution in niy nature,
which cannot be traced by any metaphysical analysis. In
the course of a few days, I was converted from a worldling
into a philosopher. I was indeed ignorant, but I had lost
the double ignorance of the Platonists; I was no longer
ignorant that I was ignorant. IlTo one could be influenced
by a greater desire of knowledge, a greater passion for the
beautiful, or a deeper regard for his fellow creatures. And
I well remember when, on the evening that I wrote the last
sentence of this more intellectual effort, I walked out upon
the terrace with that feeling of satisfaction which accompa-
nies the idea of a task completed. So far was I from being
excited by the hope of having written a great work, that I
even meditated its destruction ; for the moment it was ter-
minated, it seemed to me that I had become suddenly
acquainted with the long-concealed principles of iny art,
which, without doubt, had been slenderly practised in this
production. My taste, as it were in an instant, became
formed; and I felt convinced I could now produce some
lasting creation.

I thought no more of criticism. The breath of man has
never influenced me much, for I depend more upon myself
than upon others. I want no false fame. It would be no
delight to me to be considered a prophet, were I conscious
of being an impostor. I ever wish to be undeceived; but
if I possess the organisation of a poet, no one can prevent
me from exercising my faculty, any more than he can rob
the courser of his fleetness, or the nightingale of her song,